KEEPING IN TOUCH

Continuing the Story of Khabarovsk, Russia
A letter from Charlene Reitz

…The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into His harvest field." Matthew 9:37,38

December 2008
Dear Friends and family,


It’s been a long time since I have written. This time it was not because I hadn’t heard from Lena or Yuri, but because I have been very busy with paper work from my two churches. November has been the time for reporting to the Conference and it seems that no matter when the work is started, everything piles up at the last minute. But, that is behind us now for another year and it is now time to enjoy the Christmas season. I pray that all is well with you all and that you have a joyous Christmas and a Happy New Year.


I’m writing from Delaware, which has been my primary home for a year and one-half now. I am beginning to think about Christmas decorations and Christmas cards. Those who know me well know that I love to decorate with the Christmas greetings I receive from friends and family all over the world. I am not very good about remembering birthdays, anniversaries, etc. but I love getting in touch at Christmas time. 


I heard from Yuri and Lena since I have written. They both continue their ministries. Here’s Yuri’s letter:

Hello, dear Charlene,

I am sorry for not writing so long. Everything is good. Our ministry continues. Thank you for your help. We received $500 in August and $390 in September. For us it is a huge help. We send a lot of thanks to everybody who took part to make these gifts and for your prayers.

I have the Internet installed in my home computer. I hope it will be reliable this time. Now I will know when the letters come. 

One of the most important events in August was Joyce’s and her team’s visit. We had a wonderful time together. I was glad that I was able to spend almost all the time with them.

We visited many orphanages with the special program, we had the women’s ministry, we fed the homeless people in the damp and we traveled. And Joseph, Joyce’s nephew, repaired our computers. The time was inspiring for me and for all who were with us.

In September we had a wedding service for which we waited for a long time. It was good. The young couple is very happy. My children have also started the school year.

While Janice and Dale are in Khabarovsk, they are attending our church. We started the family ministry once a month with them. We have already  had two sessions. (Janice and Dale Marcum are missionaries who concentrate on Russia and the Ukraine. Jan was a member of our team while I was in Khabarovsk and has continued in the mission field all this time. She met her husband, Dale after returning from Khabarovsk and they have been a team ever since.)

Part of the money we received from the readers of your newsletter, we gave to the children’s shelter for children from dysfunctional families. We bought 30 kilograms of sausages and chickens to feed them. Part of money we gave for evangelical work in the Northern part of the Khabarovsk region. Part of the money we gave to the Union for Evangelical Christian Faith. Some money we spent for remodeling the sanctuary and for new lights (the old ones were very ugly).

Carol Johnson helps with the women’s group. Steve helps pastors. Unfortunately they have to leave for the US until January because the new visas control regulation. (Carol and Steve have also been full-time missionaries to Khabarovsk for a long time. They also became missionaries through the Co-Mission)

This is the news. Thank you very much and to everybody who helps our ministry and us.

With Jesus love and with hope to see you again,

Pastor Yuri.   


I also heard from Lena. Here’s her letters:

Dear Charlene

Excuse my not writing. I was sick for a month (first a virus infection,  then a virus infection again, then bladder infection ( had  blood in urine , then  adnexitis  or ovaries infection ) 

My telephone is not working at home because we were doing remodeling and broke the line. The company cannot fix the line for two weeks because there are a few workers there right now. Others quit working.  I do not have access to the Internet and so have to go to the company to mail my letters. 

Excuse my slow response. I hope that soon everything will be fine and I will be able to write more regularly.

My house is still a mess and I try to clean it but it goes very slow because we had to empty the rooms and keep our stuff in other rooms. Here’s the news about the orphanages:

Three teachers are working at Orphanage #8. (a math teacher, an art teacher and a primary education teacher). I am very happy they are doing it.

I haven't been to other orphanages yet. But soon I am planning to go because the first term is ending soon and the children will be on vacations. I am going to reward the students at the village orphanages. 

I am going to plan the time and day to go there because I would like to meet a new director at PBS#9. One of the orphans, Nadia, is leaving this institution in 2009 and her life in future worries me because other girls about whom I cared for are having so many problems right now. These problems are because they have to live in the dormitories and take care of themselves. They must think about what food to cook, and how to budget their money for food, clothes and other things. 

I am still helping Anzhela and Yana for three years now, and I started helping Maxim too. He is doing well. He does not miss the classes and he gets good grades. 

Most all of the orphans who left the orphanage this year do not want to live in the dormitory and some go back to their own family where their parents were deprived of their rights for these children. It is a doubtful that they will be fine there because they will face alcoholic parents and their immoral behavior. 

Mostly all children do not want to remember that their mothers are not interested about them. They still love their parents and really want to live in a family. That's why if the children know where their parents are they return back to them. 

 

Please write when you can. I miss your letters and really hope you will find time to write me back. I need to close for now because it is late. 

More news later 

 Love, Lena

Lena writes again:

Dear Charlene, 

My e-mail is working. My telephone at home is working too. The city’s telephone company burnt down several days ago and 20,000 users were cut off. 

Orphans update:

Right now there are three goals I am working toward:

1. Rewarding the best orphans at Orphanage #8, Pereyaslavka Orphanage #2, Pereyaslavka Boarding School #9, Dormidontovka Village, and Orphanage # 3 of Khabarovsk. I reward the students four times a year. I have been doing this for most of these orphanages for five years now. I started rewarding the orphans of Pereyaslavka Orphanage #2 this fall.

2. Helping three orphans who left the orphanage and are now studying in colleges. They are two girls: Anzhela and Yana, and one boy, Maxim. They lived at Orphanage #8. I have been caring about Anzhela and Yana for 9 years. Now the help is buying food or giving money for food, and helping them in their needs. They live in Khabarovsk dormitories 

 

3. Helping Tamara, an orphan from Pereyaslavka Orphanage #2. The help will be continued if she follows her goals to succeed in sports. She is now a good athlete and attends sports school every day. She bought clothes for sports already. 

4. Caring about Nadia who lives at Pereyaslavka Boarding School #9. This is her last year at this school and I am really concern about her future. I have been caring about her for eight years already. 

 

5. Providing art school classes for two girls at Orphanage #8. Oksana and Luba have attended art school for two years already. They are very good at art and their art teacher recommends them to take a serious program to develop their art skills. 

Natasha Pushkaryova has finished her four years of education at art school. I paid money for her to go and she got her certificate. Before I began to help, there was no opportunity for orphans to study and develop their art skills in any of the Khabarovsk orphanages. No orphans from any orphanage of Khabarovsk ever finished art school before. I am very proud of Natasha.

Lena has introduced the orphan problem to teacher friends of hers through the years. Here’s a report of some of the work they do with the support money you send:

 

6. School teacher Svetlana is interested in helping the orphans of Orphanage #8 in Math and Russian again. She has done it before when the girls I cared were in elementary school. She started helping one boy who was admitted to Orphanage #8. His mother is an alcoholic and has never taken care of him. She forgot the fact that her child was growing and needed to go to school. Now he is thirteen, but he looks like a seven-year-old child.  

The boy feels so bad now because he lives with the boys who are seven and has started going to school with them. These boys tease him.  But he does not lose his optimism and ignores what they are saying. He says, “It does not matter because I am older and so I will catch the program quicker then you do.” Svetlana started helping this boy who extremely needs help. 

The same thing happened with Nadia who now lives at Pereyaslavka Boarding School #9. Her mother forgot to send her to school when Nadia was seven. Her schooling started when she was nine.

Svetlana is a big helper. She comes to the orphanage two times a week and helps nine boys with their school program. She also celebrates the boy’s birthdays. This Friday one boy is having his birthday and Svetlana is bringing a cake.  I pay her for her time and work. 

  

7. Ludmila Anatolievna, an art teacher of two girls, Luba and Oksana, comes to Orphanage #8 once a week. She chooses the most gifted children and teachers them art. There are two groups right now, a group of boys and a group of girls.  All children like their teacher very much. More kids want to join the group but the number is limited I buy art supplies and pay the teacher for her work 

 

8. The social worker of Orphanage # 8   has a math education. She helped Anzhela and Yana to prepare for their math exam to enter the college. Now she is helping other orphans who are really interested in passing the math exam at school .  I pay her too.

9. I give some money for the kids from Orphanage #8 to attend swimming pool classes. I have been doing it for 3 years now. 

 

I am happy that with support money, I can help these orphans. But, the biggest problem for me is the girls who left the orphanage this year. They do not want to study and doing bad things. I am very concern about them because I have watched them grow up while I was caring about them for nine years. Please pray for these girls.

 

 Love, Lena

Lena writes about her experience teaching in a newly established Christian School begun by a young Russian pastor that Joyce and I met when we lived in Khabarovsk. My friend Joyce’s church, her  friends and her family have raised funds to help Roma begin the school. As I read Lena’s letter, I remembered times when I had similar situations with students, parents and supervisors. I suppose it really is a small world and teachers have the same concerns worldwide.  Lena writes:

Dear Charlene, 

I am sorry but I probably haven't told you about my starting to teach students at Roma's Christian school. I began in September. I have three classes a week. The school is located in the new Babtist church built not long time ago in a very beautiful place near the central ponds. The church is also very nice; it is a twenty-minute walk from my home. 

I am teaching second grade English.  I have many problems with the students because I am teaching them responsibility.  The students resist sometimes and lie to their parents. I had a meeting with the parents yesterday. The parents believe their children and blamed me. One of the parents told me that I am not an interesting talker and he thinks that my classes are dull for the children. I just smiled because I decided not to discuss that question as a teacher with a non-professional. I had the courage to listen to the parents without arguing. I let them talk and be pleased with themselves. I remembered that Jesus also was criticized for doing nothing wrong. 

Today I went to the church to pray to God. 

I just need to be patient.  I need to humble myself. I need to control every word, every action at school. 

 

What verse in the Bible tells about telling the truth? I would like to talk about it on Monday when I see the kids at Christian school.  


As Lena and I wrote back and forth about this situation at school, she wrote me the following testimony about how God worked through one of her students to give her a message. I asked if I could share it with you. Lena writes:

 

MY TESTIMONY 

Dear Charlene

Excuse my not writing often now. The problems at home, at school, my health and the orphans made me so depressed. I could not focus on anything. I thought I could handle all this alone, but that was not true.  When the situation became unbearable, I went to the church and asked God to help me. My request was so sincere that I still felt his presence and influence the next day. I went to school to teach students on Monday and they were well behaved. I found peace in my heart. I found strength to continue my ministry. I was able to teach my students the whole week, every day.

Masha, one of my students, who is the daughter of an Orthodox priest came to my home for her English class last Saturday. She had two bookmarkers. One bookmarker she gave to me but another one she forgot to put back in her English book and she left it on Nikolay's (Lena’s husband) desk. The bookmarker read: "Do not wish everything to go according to your wish. Let it go as it goes. So you will find peace in everything.” Nikolay came to me in the evening and showed me the bookmarker. We were so surprised because we each wanted to share the same message with each other.

God could not reach us. We felt so bad for these several months. He brought us a bookmarker that helped us to find out what we needed. We just wanted so much for these several months but did not ask God to guide us in our wishes. We were looking for peace in our soul for these months and could not find it. But God found us.

Lena

Lena didn’t give me the Scripture reference for the verse printed on that bookmarker. But, I believe the words are taken from Philippians 4:6-7: “Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”


How many times do we just take everything into our own hands and forget that God wants us to share everything with him? I know that this is a verse I need to remember over and over again. And so, I pass these words of wisdom to you all: 

“…In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:6-7

In His Love,

Charlene

 

If you are led to send support for the ministries of Yuri or Lena, please make your checks payable to Fishburn UMC and mark the memo line clearly for Yuri or for Lena or for both. The mailing information is listed below:
Mail checks to:

Fishburn UMC

1215 Fishburn Rd.

Hershey, PA 17033

If you would like to contact me, here’s my home address, phone, and email:

Charlene Reitz

2802 S. Bayshore Dr.

Milton, DE 19968

creitz@juno.com
302-684-3249

  

 

	 


 

 

 

 

 

 

